
TIMELINE	

1818	

Jan.	14:	Monroe	County	is	established.	

April	10:	Bloomington	is	designated	as	the	county	seat	of	Monroe	County.	

1820	

Jan.	20:	Indiana	State	Seminary	is	established.	It	becomes	Indiana	College	in	1828	and	Indiana	University	
in	1838.	

1853	

October	11:	The	first	train	arrives	in	Bloomington	on	the	New	Albany	and	Salem	Railroad.	

1859	

The	New	Albany	and	Salem	Railroad	changes	its	name	to	the	Louisville,	New	Albany	and	Chicago	
Railroad.	It	contracts	with	the	Western	Union	Telegraph	Company	to	build	a	telegraph	line	along	the	
railroad’s	entire	route.	The	Bloomington	train	station	offers	public	telegraph	services.	

1877	

Local	newspaper	The	Bloomington	Telephone	begins	publication.	It	is	named	for	the	revolutionary	
communication	device	patented	a	year	earlier	by	Alexander	Graham	Bell.	

1881	

An	electric	light	is	installed	on	the	steeple	of	the	Monroe	County	Courthouse.	Power	comes	from	a	
steam	engine	at	the	Seward	Foundry.	The	experiment	is	described	as	“not	quite	a	success”	because	the	
light	produced	is	unsteady.	

1886	

Bloomington	contracts	with	Jenny	Electric	Light	Company	of	Indianapolis	to	install	outdoor	electric	lights	
downtown.	The	company	builds	a	dynamo	at	a	nearby	factory	to	generate	the	needed	electricity.	The	
lights	are	first	illuminated	on	the	evening	of	July	3.	

1895	

Telephone	service	begins	in	Bloomington.	

1939	

Showers	Brothers	Furniture	Company,	suffering	from	a	weak	consumer	market	in	the	Great	Depression,	
sells	its	Plant	#4	on	South	Rogers	Street	to	Radio	Corporation	of	America	(RCA).	



1940	

IU	creates	the	Central	Statistical	Bureau	to	provide	statistical	services	for	faculty	research,	
administration,	and	teaching.	Its	equipment	consists	of	a	keypunch	machine,	an	IBM	405	tabulator	and	
an	IBM	75	card	sorter.	IU	receives	the	sorter	as	part	of	a	grant	from	IBM.	

June	17:	RCA	begins	producing	radios	in	the	former	Showers	plant.	The	“Nipper”	radios	are	named	for	
the	dog	that	appears	in	the	company’s	logo.	

1941	

Sept.	5:	The	RCA	plant	produces	its	one	millionth	radio.	

1942	

September:	RCA	converts	to	war	production.	

1944	

June:	Sarkes	Tarzian,	formerly	chief	engineer	at	RCA’s	Bloomington	plant,	founds	his	own	electronics	
firm.	The	company	becomes	best	known	for	manufacturing	television	tuners.	

1946	

Sarkes	Tarzian	starts	an	experimental	200-watt	radio	station,	W9XHZ.	

1949	

March	11:	WTTS-AM	begins	broadcasting	at	a	frequency	of	1370	kHz.	

Sept.	6:	RCA’s	Bloomington	plant	produces	its	first	black-and-white	TV.	It	has	a	12-1/2-inch	screen.	

Nov.	11:	WTTV,	the	second	broadcast	TV	station	in	Indiana,	goes	on	the	air	at	7:30	p.m.	The	first	regular	
program	aired	is	“Kukla,	Fran	and	Ollie.”	

1950	

IU	establishes	a	Department	of	Radio.	

Sept.	30:	IU’s	radio	station,	WFIU,	begins	broadcasting	at	90.9	FM.	A	year	later,	the	station	moves	to	
103.7	FM	to	prevent	interference	with	television	broadcasts.	

1952	

RCA’s	Bloomington	plant	phases	out	radio	production	and	concentrates	on	TV	assembly.	

1953	



President	Herman	B	Wells	says	IU	needs	advanced	research	computing	equipment.	In	a	State	of	the	
University	address,	he	observes:	“Many	complicated	problems	in	the	physical,	biological,	and	social	
sciences,	in	business,	and	in	education	require	the	employment	of	modern	high-speed	computing	
machines	for	practical	solution.”	

Sarkes	Tarzian	Inc.	opens	its	electronics	manufacturing	plant	on	Hillside	Drive.	

1954	

Dean	Herman	T.	Briscoe	of	the	IU	College	of	Arts	and	Sciences	forms	a	committee	to	propose	a	Scientific	
Computing	Center.	

IU	establishes	the	Research	Computing	Center	in	the	basement	of	the	Administration	Building.	

March:	The	world’s	first	commercially	manufactured	color	TV	sets	come	off	the	assembly	line	at	RCA’s	
Bloomington	plant.	

1955	

IU	appoints	Marshal	Wrubel,	an	astronomy	professor,	director	of	the	Research	Computing	Center.	

IU	installs	an	IBM	Card	Programmed	Calculator	(CPC).	The	device	performs	mathematical	calculations	
based	on	punch	cards	but	has	no	memory.	Installation	of	the	CPC	is	a	stopgap	measure	while	IU’s	first	
full-fledged	computer	is	on	order.	

1956	

IU	rents	its	first	computer,	an	IBM	650.	The	system	has	magnetic	drum	storage	with	a	capacity	of	20,000	
digits.	It	can	process	78,000	mathematical	additions	or	subtractions	per	minute.	

1958	

Lynne	Merritt,	professor	of	chemistry,	succeeds	Marshal	Wrubel	as	director	of	the	Research	Computing	
Center.	

IU	has	its	IBM	650	upgraded	to	triple	its	compute	power.	The	computer	is	moved	to	a	specially	designed,	
air	conditioned	room	in	the	basement	of	Swain	East.	

1959	

March:	Mayor	Thomas	Lemon	proclaims	Bloomington	the	“color	television	capital	of	the	world.”	

1960	

January:	Sarkes	Tarzian	Inc.	founds	WTTV-FM	and	begins	broadcasting	at	92.3	Mhz.	

IU	professor	Marshal	Wrubel,	former	director	of	the	Research	Computing	Center,	publishes	“The	
Electronic	Computer	as	an	Astronomical	Instrument”	in	the	journal	Vistas	in	Astronomy.	



1961-62	

The	IU	Research	Computing	Center	moves	into	a	new	facility	in	the	basement	of	the	HPER	Building.	

1962	

IU	receives	grants	from	the	National	Science	Foundation	and	the	Indiana	University	Foundation	to	install	
an	IBM	709	computer	and	three	auxiliary	machines.	The	709	is	IU’s	first	computer	to	use	a	compiler,	
FORTRAN.	The	709	is	faster	than	IU’s	previous	computer,	the	IBM	650,	but	is	more	prone	to	crashes	
because	its	5,000	vacuum	tubes	have	a	failure	rate	averaging	one	every	20	minutes.	An	IU	researcher	
later	estimates	that	the	$1	million	IBM	709	had	the	compute	power	of	a	late-1980s	IBM	PC	selling	for	
$3,000.	

IU	student	radio	station	WQAD-AM	is	founded	in	Wright	Quad.	It	broadcasts	on	carrier	current	(through	
electrical	wiring	rather	than	over	the	air)	to	dorms	in	Wright	Quad,	Teeter	Quad,	Read	Center,	Forest	
Quadrangle	and	the	Graduate	Residence	Center.	

1963	

Bill	and	Gayle	Cook	found	Cook	Inc.	and	begin	manufacturing	medical	devices	in	their	Bloomington	
apartment.	

IU	researchers	Stan	Hagstrom,	Frank	Prosser	and	Steve	Young	create	a	fast	compiler,	FASTRAN,	for	the	
IBM	709.	

1964	

A	second	IU	student	radio	station,	WFQR-AM,	begins	broadcasting	to	Foster,	McNutt	and	Briscoe	Quads.	
The	station	changes	its	call	letters	to	WIN	in	1965.	

1965	

IU’s	Research	Computing	Center	receives	a	National	Science	Foundation	grant	to	install	a	Control	Data	
Corporation	3600/3400	system.	Installed	in	1965-1966,	the	system	consists	of	two	computers	linked	by	
a	3417	Direct	Access	Data	Channel,	enabling	the	3600	to	use	the	memory	of	the	3400	for	more	
demanding	computational	tasks.	The	system	is	the	first	in	the	world	to	use	the	3417	link.	

IU	forms	the	Bloomington	Campus	Computer	Use	Committee.	

June:	Otis	Elevator	opens	a	manufacturing	plant	in	Bloomington.	

1966	

IU	names	Dale	Hall	the	first	full-time	director	of	the	Research	Computing	Center.	

March:	General	Electric	begins	manufacturing	refrigerators	in	Bloomington.	

1967	



IU	student	radio	stations	WQAD	and	WIN	merge	to	form	WIUS.	

1969	

IU’s	television	station,	WTIU,	begins	broadcasting	on	UHF	Channel	30.	

1970	

IU’s	Research	Computing	Center	becomes	responsible	for	academic	computing	at	the	regional	campuses	
in	addition	to	the	Bloomington	campus.	

IU	moves	toward	an	“interactive”	computing	model	by	installing	terminals	where	users	can	submit	jobs	
to	the	computer	for	execution.	

September:	IU	replaces	its	Control	Data	Corporation	3400/3600	with	the	more	powerful	CDC	6600.	

October:	IU	dedicates	its	new	library.	

1971	

IU	establishes	a	Computer	Science	Department.	

November:	The	Monroe	County	Public	Library	dedicates	its	new	building	on	Kirkwood	Avenue.	The	
facility	features	the	Randtriever,	an	automated	book	storage	and	retrieval	system.	

1973	

February:	IU	renames	its	computing	center	the	Marshal	H.	Wrubel	Computing	Center	in	honor	of	its	first	
official	director.	

IU	creates	its	first	campus	network	by	installing	terminals	in	other	buildings	and	connecting	them	to	the	
computers	in	the	basement	of	the	HPER.	

IU	student	radio	station	WIUS	begins	broadcasting	at	95.1	MHz	over	Monroe	Cablevision.	

Nov.	5:	Mayor	Frank	McCloskey	makes	the	first	“emergency”	call	to	Bloomington’s	new	911	service.	

1974	

Bloomington	Community	Access	Television	(BCAT)	begins	operations	at	the	Monroe	County	Public	
Library.	

April	13:	Grace	Hopper,	pioneering	computer	scientist	and	inventor	of	one	of	the	first	compiler	tools,	
speaks	at	IU.	She	gives	the	keynote	address	for	the	First	Biennial	Conference	on	Computing	in	Indiana.	

1975	

Bloomington	Community	Radio	begins	efforts	to	establish	a	radio	station.	Its	work	eventually	results	in	
the	licensing	of	WFHB-FM	in	1992.	



1976	

Bloomington’s	first	computer	store,	Data	Domain,	opens	at	111	S.	College	Ave.	

IU	installs	a	Control	Data	Corporation	CYBER	172	computer	and	connects	it	to	the	CDC	6600	to	form	a	
dual-mainframe	system.	

1977	

Sarkes	Tarzian	Inc.	announces	its	electronics	plant	will	close	by	the	end	of	the	year.	

1978	

WFIU	begins	broadcasting	in	stereo.	

1979	

IU	establishes	the	Small	Computer	Support	Group	and	the	Office	of	Instructional	Computing.	

IU	subscribes	to	PLATO	(Programmed	Logic	and	Automated	Teaching	Operations)	a	computer-assisted	
instructional	network	based	at	the	University	of	Illinois.	Terminals	at	IU	give	students	and	instructors	
access	to	online	learning	exercises.	

1980	

Douglas	Hofstadter,	professor	in	IU’s	Computer	Science	Department,	wins	the	Pulitzer	Prize	for	General	
Nonfiction	for	his	1979	book,	Gödel,	Escher,	Bach:	An	Eternal	Golden	Braid.	The	book	explores	how	
cognition	emerges	in	the	brain	through	the	threads	of	logic,	art	and	music.	

The	Space	Port	video	game	arcade	opens	at	the	corner	of	Kirkwood	and	Indiana	Avenues.	It	becomes	a	
popular	hangout	for	both	IU	students	and	the	younger	generation	of	Bloomington	residents.	

1981	

RCA	begins	manufacturing	SelectaVision	VideoDisc	players	at	its	Bloomington	plant.	RCA	calls	video	discs	
“the	most	important	video	product	since	color	TV”	and	envisions	that	30	to	50	percent	of	U.S.	homes	
will	have	the	players	in	10	years.	

IU	installs	its	first	minicomputer,	the	PRIME	750.	It	runs	at	2	million	instructions	per	second	and	has	up	
to	8	megabytes	of	memory	and	1200	megabytes	of	disc	storage.	

IU	merges	the	Wrubel	Computing	Center	with	the	Small	Computer	Support	Group	and	Office	of	
Instructional	Computing	to	form	Bloomington	Academic	Computing	Services	(BACS).	Daniel	DeHayes	is	
named	Associate	Dean	for	Academic	Computing	and	becomes	IU’s	first	full-time	administrator	for	
academic	computing.	He	is	later	promoted	to	Dean	and	then	Assistant	Vice	President.	In	1987	he	
becomes	IU’s	first	Vice	President	for	Information	Technology.	

1982	



July:	Monroe	County	Public	Library	installs	25	touch	screen	terminals	to	provide	access	to	the	public	
card	catalog.	

Sept.	10:	President	John	Ryan	calls	for	IU	to	achieve	computer	literacy	within	five	years.	“By	then,”	he	
predicts,	“a	sophisticated	computer	will	be	as	common	an	item	in	the	inventory	of	a	student’s	study	
equipment	as	is	the	typewriter	today,	and	computer	applications	to	the	study	of	subject	matter	will	be	
as	broad	as	the	curriculum.”	

April	22:	Industrialist	Sarkes	Tarzian	is	inducted	into	the	Indiana	Broadcasters	Hall	of	Fame.	

1983	

IU	awards	its	first	doctoral	degrees	in	computer	science.	

June	20:	Entrepreneur	Bill	Cook	is	named	to	the	board	of	directors	of	the	Indiana	Corporation	for	
Science	and	Technology.	

August:	IU	begins	using	its	new	Control	Data	Corporation	Cyber	170/855	computer.	

1984	

April	4:	RCA	takes	its	VideoDisc	system	off	the	market	after	losing	$575	million	on	the	project.	The	
VideoDisc	format	is	unable	to	compete	with	the	more	popular	videocassette	recorder	(VCR)	technology.	

November:	Coin-operated	word	processors	make	a	brief	appearance	at	IU.	The	devices,	on	loan	from	
Digital	Equipment	Corporation,	cost	25	cents	for	seven	and	a	half	minutes	or	$2	for	one	hour.	

1985	

December:	General	Electric	Company	announces	it	is	acquiring	RCA.	

1986	

Sept.	29:	IU	moves	Bloomington	Academic	Computing	Services	from	the	HPER	Building	to	a	new	facility	
in	the	former	University	Middle	School	at	Tenth	Street	and	the	Indiana	45/46	Bypass.	

June:	RCA’s	sale	to	General	Electric	is	finalized.	

1987	

Monroe	County	Public	Library	hires	a	contractor	to	remove	and	scrap	the	Randtriever	because	of	its	
costly	maintenance.	

March:	GE’s	Bloomington	plant,	formerly	the	RCA	plant,	begins	producing	GE	televisions.	

July:	GE	announces	the	sale	of	its	consumer	electronics	business	to	Thomson	S.A.	of	France.	

1988	



May	6:	IU	trustees	approve	a	student	technology	fee.	The	cost	is	$25	per	semester	for	full-time	students	
and	$5	to	$10	for	part-time	students.	Revenue	from	the	fee	lays	the	foundation	for	future	investments	
in	campus	technology.	

IU	creates	its	Unix	Workstation	Support	Group.	

1989	

IU’s	Center	for	Innovative	Computer	Applications	begins	using	18	workstations	manufactured	by	NeXT,	a	
computer	company	started	by	Apple	co-founder	Steve	Jobs.	The	Unix-based	computers	are	designed	for	
scholarly	applications.	

Both	Bloomington	high	schools	give	students	access	to	InfoTrac,	a	digital	tool	that	helps	them	find	
periodical	articles	for	their	research	projects.	

July	1:	IU	begins	using	its	new	$18	million	Integrated	Information	Network,	a	campus-wide	
telecommunications	system	installed	by	Indiana	Bell.	

July	6:	WordStar	International,	the	Silicon	Valley-based	maker	of	WordStar	word	processing	software,	
moves	its	customer	support	center	to	Bloomington.	The	call	center	operates	in	space	leased	from	the	
Indiana	University	Employees	Credit	Union.	

July	10:	Monroe	County	Community	School	Corp.	receives	a	$500,000	state	grant	to	begin	Tech	Prep,	a	
state-sponsored	program	using	technology	to	teach	courses	in	math,	science	and	language	arts.	

Dec.	9:	IU	trustees	pass	a	resolution	seeking	bidders	to	convert	the	Showers	Brothers	Furniture	
Company	factory	into	a	research	center.	The	project	is	a	cooperative	venture	by	IU,	the	Greater	
Bloomington	Chamber	of	Commerce,	and	local	government.	

September:	The	Bloomington	Utilities	Service	Board	hires	a	consulting	firm	to	study	the	possibility	of	
computerizing	maps	and	other	geographic	information	for	the	City	utilities	department.	

Telemarketing	company	DialAmerica	begins	operations	in	Bloomington.	

Three	IU	professors,	Charles	Watson,	Diane	Kewley-Port	and	Daniel	Maki,	found	Communication	
Disorders	Technology,	Inc.	The	company	develops	new	technologies	to	aid	communication,	including	
speech,	language	and	hearing.	

1990	

Jan.	30:	IU	launches	its	Information	Online	digital	library	catalog.	

Aug.	21:	Thomson	Consumer	Electronics	plans	to	move	up	to	175	jobs	from	its	Bloomington	plant	to	a	
new	assembly	plant	being	built	in	Mexico.	

Oct.	18:	Thomson	Consumer	Electronics	celebrates	production	of	its	50	millionth	color	TV	manufactured	
in	Bloomington.	



Nov.	13.	Ivy	Tech	holds	its	first	Career	Expo.	

Dec.	5:Bloomington	City	Council	hears	a	proposal	to	turn	Showers	Brothers	Furniture	Company	Plant	#1	
into	a	city	hall,	research	park	and	office	center.	The	plan	calls	for	the	City	of	Bloomington	and	IU	to	
partner	with	local	businesses	to	develop	the	project.	

1991	

June:	The	Indiana	Legislature	gives	IU	bonding	authority	for	a	$22.5-million	multi-campus	technology	
initiative.	The	project	will	fund	an	addition	to	the	Radio-TV	Building	and	upgraded	technology	in	lecture	
halls	and	classrooms.	

Sept.	24:	The	Monroe	County	Convention	Center	opens	in	the	historic	building	that	once	housed	
Graham	Motor	Sales.	Among	the	center’s	first	events	is	a	seminar	sponsored	by	the	local	company	
Micro	Computer	Systems.	

September.	IU’s	Center	for	Innovative	Computer	Applications	receives	a	$450,000	grant	from	the	
National	Science	Foundation	to	explore	how	to	solve	complex	scientific	problems	by	using	many	small	
computers	in	tandem.	The	multi-computer	approach	is	an	alternative	to	using	a	single,	large	
supercomputer.	

1992	

February:	Thomson	Consumer	Electronics	prepares	to	manufacture	high-density	television	(HDTV)	sets	
at	its	Bloomington	plant.	

March:	The	Space	Port	arcade	offers	the	virtual	reality	game	Dactyl	Nightmare.	At	a	cost	of	$7	for	five	
minutes	of	playing	time,	gamers	wear	video	helmets	and	fire	weapons	at	each	other	in	a	computer-
simulated	3-D	space	(while	trying	not	to	be	attacked	by	flying	pterodactyls).	

April:	Monroe	County	Public	Library	launches	Catalog	Plus,	a	service	that	allows	users	to	access	the	
library’s	electronic	card	catalog	from	a	personal	computer	by	way	of	a	dial-up	modem	and	telephone	
line.	

April	14:	Monroe	County	launches	its	enhanced	911	system.	All	county	residents	can	dial	911	for	police,	
fire	and	medical	emergencies.	The	system	provides	dispatchers	with	the	telephone	number	and	address	
where	the	call	was	made.	

April	24:	IU	completes	a	$4-million	renovation	of	Lindley	Hall,	home	of	the	university’s	Computer	
Science	Department,	and	awards	an	honorary	doctorate	to	John	Backus,	the	computer	programmer	who	
led	the	research	team	that	developed	the	FORTRAN	programming	language.	

Aug.	20:	Thomson	Consumer	Electronics	opens	its	new	633,000-square-foot	distribution	center.	The	
facility	features	automated	vehicles	and	computer-dispatched	forklift	trucks.	



September:	IU	begins	its	Library	Electronic	Text	Resource	Center	(LETRS)	to	support	use	of	computers	by	
humanities	scholars.	A	year	later,	the	center	becomes	a	partnership	between	University	Libraries	and	
University	Computing	Services.	

Nov.	9:	The	IU	School	of	Business	launches	its	first	wireless	classroom,	Room	419.	NCR	WaveLAN,	a	high-
speed	wireless	network,	enables	student	and	faculty	workstations	to	communicate	with	each	other	and	
to	project	images	on	a	screen	at	the	front	of	the	room.	

Dec.	25:	Community	radio	station	WFHB	begins	broadcasting	at	91.3	FM.	

1993	

January:	IU	installs	a	massively	parallel	Intel	Paragon	computer.	The	computer	has	multiple	processors	
that	can	handle	different	parts	of	a	program	at	the	same	time	to	speed	results.	The	Paragon	is	IU’s	first	
supercomputer	that	is	generally	accessible	for	research	use.	

Jan.	25:	The	City	of	Bloomington	unveils	the	first	phase	of	its	Geographic	Information	System	(GIS)	
project.	The	City	envisions	that	the	mapping	project	ultimately	will	provide	layers	of	information	
including	property	ownership,	roads,	and	utility	lines.	

March	8:	WordStar	International,	maker	of	a	popular	word	processing	application,	says	it	will	close	its	
Bloomington	technical	support	center	and	consolidate	the	jobs	into	the	company’s	Atlanta	facility.	

March	27:	IU	dedicates	the	Wendell	W.	Wright	Education	Building,	the	new	home	for	the	School	of	
Education,	Center	for	Excellence	in	Education	and	Education	Library.	The	facility	is	designed	as	a	model	
for	the	use	of	technology	in	education.	

August:	IU	begins	using	Financial	Aid:	System	Touchtone	(FAST),	a	computerized	telephone	system	that	
provides	callers	with	information	about	their	financial	aid.	

October:	IU	launches	a	new	computerized	registration	system.	Students	no	longer	go	to	departmental	
tables	in	the	IU	fieldhouse	to	find	open	classes.	Under	the	new	system,	each	student	receives	an	
appointment	time	to	register	at	a	computer	terminal	and	see	real-time	information	about	open	or	
closed	course	sections.	

December:	City	of	Bloomington	begins	a	digital	project	to	maintain	information	on	all	the	community’s	
street	trees.	The	project	receives	$5,000	from	the	Indiana	Department	of	Natural	Resources	and	$5,000	
from	the	PSI	Energy	Foundation.	Workers	inventory	trees	throughout	the	city	and	record	information	on	
hand-held	computers.	

Recording	studio	Echo	Park	opens	on	the	west	side	of	Bloomington.	

1994	

February:	The	Herald-Times	begins	Info	Call,	a	telephone	access	service	that	lets	callers	listen	to	news	
and	sports	summaries.	



February:	Community	radio	station	WFHB-FM	moves	to	new	downtown	studios	in	Bloomington’s	former	
firehouse.	

April:	Monroe	County	Community	School	Corp.	appoints	Carl	Zager,	a	teacher	at	Batchelor	Middle	
School,	as	the	district’s	first	technology	coordinator.	

May:	Monroe	County	Public	Library	receives	a	$36,000	U.S.	Department	of	Education	grant	to	expand	its	
online	services.	

July:	The	City’s	Geographic	Information	Services	(GIS)	project	wins	two	awards	at	an	international	GIS	
conference.	

August:	The	Space	Port	video	game	arcade	closes.	The	building	at	Kirkwood	and	Indiana	Avenues	is	
demolished	in	December,	eventually	replaced	by	the	Carmichael	Center.	

IU’s	student	radio	station	WIUS	begins	broadcasting	over	the	air	at	1570	AM.	

Sept.	1:	IU’s	electronic	bulletin	board,	Forum,	ceases	operation	after	10	years.	

Oct.	13:	The	City	of	Bloomington	and	Monroe	County	agree	to	cooperate	on	a	joint	digital	mapping	
project	that	will	store	plat	maps.	

IU’s	Art	History	Department	launches	Digital	Images	Delivered	Online	(DIDO),	a	collection	of	art	
historical	images	for	teaching	and	learning.	

1995	

Jan.	9:	Blue	Marble	Information	Services	becomes	Bloomington’s	first	locally-based	commercial	provider	
of	internet	access.	

January:	Home	Office	Inc.	is	founded	to	offer	services	to	small	and	home-based	businesses.	Based	in	the	
restored	Johnson	Creamery	building,	the	firm	provides	offices,	a	conference	room,	a	receptionist,	
printer	and	fax	machine.	

March:	The	Original	Kona	Coffee	Company,	221	E.	Kirkwood	Ave.,	is	Bloomington’s	first	cyber	cafe.	A	
computer	with	internet	access	accompanies	coffee,	bagels,	and	croissants.	

April	15:	J	&	B	on	the	Rox	(or	simply	ROX),	a	locally	produced	show	airing	on	Bloomington	Community	
Access	Television	Services	(CATS),	becomes	the	first	television	series	on	the	internet.	Time	magazine	
refers	to	ROX	as	the	"first	television	show	broadcast	in	cyberspace.”	

May:	Thomson	Consumer	Electronics	redesigns	one	of	its	Bloomington	assembly	lines	to	produce	large-
screen	projection	TVs.	

September:	Bloomington	Business	Incubator	opens	its	STAR	Center	(Start-up,	Training,	Assistance,	
Resources)	to	encourage	creation	of	knowledge-based	and	light	manufacturing	business	in	Bloomington.	



Oct.	16:	HoosierNet,	a	nonprofit	public	access	computer	network	created	to	provide	local	internet	
service	in	Bloomington,	begins	operations	by	connecting	dedicated	lines	for	its	first	six	“anchor	tenants.”	
They	include	the	City	of	Bloomington,	Ivy	Tech	Community	College,	the	Monroe	County	Public	Library,	
the	United	Way,	and	several	local	businesses.	The	organization	later	offers	individual	dial-up	internet	
subscriptions.	

Nov.	3:	Officials	dedicate	the	Indiana	University	Research	Park	in	the	former	Showers	Brothers	Furniture	
Company	plant.	The	project	is	a	joint	venture	of	the	City	of	Bloomington,	Indiana	University,	and	CFC	Inc.	

IU	launches	the	Victorian	Women	Writers	project,	a	digital	collection	on	British	women	authors	of	the	
19th	century.	

1996	

January:	IU	offers	its	first	internet-only	class,	“Grief	in	a	Family	Context,”	through	the	School	of	Health,	
Physical	Education	and	Recreation.	

Jan.	12:	The	City	of	Bloomington	connects	to	the	internet	for	the	first	time.	The	first	email	is	sent	using	
the	format	username@city.bloomington.in.us.	

January:	IU	President	Myles	Brand’s	own	web	page	goes	online.	

Feb.	15:	Herald-Times	Inc.,	the	parent	company	of	The	Herald-Times,	agrees	to	buy	InterSource,	a	
Bloomington-based	dial-up	internet	service	provider.	InterSource’s	name	changes	to	Kiva	Networking.	

April	1:	IU’s	School	of	Music	launches	the	Variations	project	to	allow	instructors,	students,	and	library	
patrons	to	listen	to	and	edit	digital	audio	and	video	recordings.	

Aug.	25:	Monroe	County	Public	Library	opens	its	new	two-story	addition.	The	expanded	library	includes	
a	public	computing	center	with	15	workstations.	

Sept.	10:	IU	President	Myles	Brand’s	State	of	the	University	address	is	the	first	to	have	its	audio	
streamed	online	in	real	time.	

Sept.	11:	Brand	names	Michael	McRobbie	as	vice	president	for	information	technology.	McRobbie	is	
previously	chief	executive	officer	of	the	Cooperative	Research	Centres	for	Advanced	Computational	
Systems	in	Canberra,	Australia.	

Sept.	13:	IU	dedicates	the	offices	of	the	Advanced	Research	and	Technology	Institute	in	the	IU	Research	
Park.	The	organization	handles	IU-related	business	development,	trademarks	and	intellectual	property.	

1997	

Feb.	13:	Thomson	Consumer	Electronics	announces	it	will	close	its	Bloomington	television	plant	by	April	
1,	1998,	and	move	operations	to	a	new	plant	in	Mexico.	



April	8:	The	City	of	Bloomington	launches	its	web	site	at	www.city.bloomington.us.	The	site	provides	
information	on	city	departments,	job	openings,	meetings,	and	events.	A	feature	named	Citizen	Action	
Request	gives	residents	a	way	to	report	problems	to	the	City’s	ombudsman.	

April:	Yahoo!	Internet	Life	magazine	names	IU	the	best	wired	campus	among	public	state	universities	in	
the	U.S.	and	eighth	best	among	all	universities	and	colleges.	

April:	United	Airlines	opens	a	telephone	reservation	center	in	the	Showers	complex.	

May:	IU	installs	an	Origin	2000	supercomputer	as	part	of	the	Scientific	Applications	on	Arrays	of	Multi-
Processors	(SCAAMP)	project.	

May	20:	IU	is	one	of	the	35	universities	and	colleges	named	to	share	a	$12.3	million	grant	from	the	
National	Science	Foundation	to	expand	the	Very	High	Speed	Backbone	Network	Service	(vBNS).	

June:	Internet	publishing	company	1stBooks	(later	called	AuthorHouse)	begins	publishing	e-books.	

July	29:	The	City	of	Bloomington	creates	an	Information	and	Technology	Services	Department	(ITS).	It	
combines	staff	from	the	utilities	department	and	other	City	divisions.	

September:	IU	installs	a	Computer	Automatic	Virtual	Environment	(CAVE)	in	Lindley	Hall.	The	virtual	
reality	project	is	a	room	where	the	user	wears	3-D	glasses	and	sees	three-dimensional	computer	
simulations	projected	on	three	walls	and	the	floor.	The	system	receives	funding	from	the	National	
Science	Foundation	and	IU.	

September:	Yahoo!	Internet	Life	magazine	names	IU’s	online	Knowledge	Base	the	best	technical	support	
site	on	the	Web.	

September:	Michael	McRobbie,	IU’s	new	Vice	President	for	Information	Technology,	merges	University	
Computing	Services	with	the	Integrated	Technologies	Department	at	IU-Purdue	University	Indianapolis	
to	form	University	Information	Technology	Services	(UITS).	

Nov.	22:	The	Herald-Times	launches	its	new	website,	HooserTimes.com.	

December:	Cellular	One	offers	the	first	digital	wireless	service	in	Monroe	County.	

IU	establishes	its	Digital	Library	Program.	

1998	

IU	creates	its	Master’s	in	Immersive	Mediated	Environments	(MIME)	program,	housed	in	the	
Department	of	Telecommunications,	to	explore	interactive	multimedia,	digital	gaming	and	internet	
applications.	

Jan.	10:	WonderLab	Museum	of	Science,	Health	&	Technology	opens	in	a	temporary	location	in	the	
Wicks	Building	on	the	courthouse	square.	



March	26:	IU	announces	a	$6	million,	four-year	agreement	with	Microsoft	Corporation	to	provide	free	
access	to	Microsoft	software	for	faculty,	staff	and	students.	The	Enterprise	Licensing	Agreement	is	the	
first	between	Microsoft	and	a	U.S.	university.	

March	27:	Thomson	Consumer	Electronics	closes	its	Bloomington	television	plant.	

May:	IU	releases	its	Information	Technology	Strategic	Plan:	Architecture	for	the	21st	Century.	

Aug	5:	IU	is	chosen	to	build	and	run	the	operations	center	for	the	Abilene	project,	a	fiber-optic	computer	
network	that	will	connect	more	than	130	universities	that	are	members	of	Internet2.	The	project’s	
sponsor	is	the	University	Corporation	for	Advanced	Internet	Development,	a	consortium	of	Internet2	
universities.	Abilene	receives	$500	million	in	support	from	Qwest	Communications	International,	Cisco	
Systems	and	Nortel.	

September:	Monroe	County	commissioners	negotiate	with	IU	to	purchase	IU’s	part	of	the	Showers	
building.	The	county	envisions	using	the	office	space	to	ease	a	space	shortage	in	the	Monroe	County	
Courthouse,	Justice	Building	and	Health	Building.	

Sept.	21:	IU	receives	a	$10	million	grant	from	the	National	Science	Foundation	to	build	a	high-speed	
network	connection	with	Asia	and	the	Pacific	Rim	countries.	The	project	will	support	international	
educational	and	research	collaboration.	

Oct.	12:	Microsoft	Chairman	and	CEO	Bill	Gates	speaks	at	IU’s	Assembly	Hall.	

Oct.	15:	Internet	service	provider	Blue	Marble	is	the	first	company	to	connect	directly	with	IU	at	a	speed	
of	10	megabits	per	second	and	the	first	to	link	to	the	university	via	fiber-optic	cable.	

Oct.	16:	IU’s	Center	for	Education	and	Research	in	Retailing	unveils	its	new	interactive	classroom	and	
laboratory.	Funded	by	Sears,	Roebuck	and	Co.,	the	lab	offers	32	workstations	where	students	can	work	
with	retail	marketing	software	and	3-D	virtual	reality	shopping	environments.	

November:	IU	receives	a	$166,000	grant	from	the	federal	Institute	of	Museum	and	Library	Sciences	to	
digitize	the	Hoagy	Carmichael	Collection	and	place	it	online.	The	project	provides	sound	recordings,	
photographs	and	musical	scores.	

1999	

1999:	Indiana	General	Assembly	approves	creation	of	I-Light,	a	high-speed	fiber-optic	network	to	
support	research	and	education	statewide,	and	appropriates	$5.3	million.	

January:	IU	deploys	the	first	version	of	its	new	learning	management	system,	Oncourse.	

Jan.	26:	IU	announces	its	agreement	with	Symantec	to	make	Norton	AntiVirus	software	available	to	IU	
students,	staff	and	faculty.	

Feb.	24:	Abilene,	the	super-high-speed	research	network	run	by	IU,	begins	operation.	The	network	
provides	37	universities	nationwide	with	faster	connections	than	the	original	internet.	



March:	Cable	television	provider	Insight	Communications	begins	upgrading	its	system	to	provide	fiber-
optic	service.	

April	1:	IU	alumni	Mark	Cuban	and	Todd	Wagner	sell	the	internet	radio	company	Broadcast.com	to	
Yahoo!	for	$5.7	billion.	

April	2:	The	Matrix	opens	in	Bloomington	at	Showplace	11.	

April:	IU	launches	a	new	website,	IT@IU.	The	site	provides	news	and	information	about	technology	for	
all	eight	IU	campuses.	

April	26:	City	and	county	governments	merge	their	emergency	communications	centers	into	the	
Bloomington	and	Monroe	County	Joint	Dispatch	Center	at	Bloomington	Police	Headquarters.	

May:	IU	partners	with	Compaq	Computer	Corp	to	develop	a	parallel	processing	computing	system.	The	
project	uses	a	cluster	of	32	Compaq	Proliant	personal	computers	to	provide	supercomputing	
capabilities.	

May	25:	IU	announces	a	$3.8	million	agreement	with	IBM	for	infrastructure	that	will	store	large	amounts	
of	data,	increase	supercomputing	capabilities	and	provide	a	platform	for	information	systems.	IBM’s	
High	Performance	Storage	System	and	Distributed	File	System	will	increase	IU’s	storage	capacity	to	two	
terabytes	of	disk	space	and	57	terabytes	of	tape	storage.	

June:	IU	publishes	an	interactive	CD-ROM	to	provide	prospective	students	with	information	about	the	
campus	and	the	Bloomington	community.	

September:	IU	receives	a	$29.9	million	grant	from	the	Lilly	Endowment	to	create	the	Indiana	Pervasive	
Computing	Research	Initiative.	

Sept.	13:	Community	Access	Television	Services	(CATS)	begins	streaming	city	and	county	public	meetings	
online.	The	project	is	a	cooperative	venture	by	the	City	of	Bloomington,	HoosierNet	Inc.,	and	the	
Monroe	County	Public	Library.	

Nov.	12:	The	Indiana	Commission	for	Higher	Education	approves	IU’s	request	to	establish	a	School	of	
Informatics.	Informatics	is	the	first	new	school	created	at	IU	since	the	School	of	Public	and	
Environmental	Affairs	began	in	1972.	

December:	IT	departments	prepare	for	the	“Y2K	bug,”	anticipating	that	computer	systems	may	crash	
when	the	date	rolls	over	from	1999	to	2000.	Emergency	services	go	on	alert	as	New	Year’s	Eve	
approaches,	and	officials	advise	residents	to	store	drinking	water	in	case	utility	systems	fail.	No	such	
problems	are	reported	in	Monroe	County.	

WFIU	begins	streaming	its	programming	over	the	internet.	

2000	



Feb.	12:	IU	bans	Napster,	an	online	tool	for	playing	MP3	music	files,	because	the	application	is	
consuming	so	much	bandwidth	on	IU’s	network.	After	students	petition	to	have	the	ban	lifted,	IU	
reinstates	access	to	the	service.	

March:	BlueMarble	Information	Services	Inc.	merges	with	the	internet	division	of	Smithville	Telephone	
Co.	to	become	BlueMarble	Telecom.	

March	31:	Ivy	Tech	Community	College	breaks	ground	for	its	new	Bloomington	campus.	

March:	The	Bloomington	Boys	and	Girls	Club	receives	hardware,	software	and	training	valued	at	$1.2	
million	from	Compaq	Computer	Corp.	to	create	a	technology	learning	center.	

April:	The	heavy	metal	band	Metallica	sues	the	music	sharing	service	Napster	for	alleged	copyright	
infringement.	The	band	also	sues	IU	and	two	other	universities	for	allowing	use	of	the	sharing	tool	on	
campus	networks.	For	the	second	time,	IU	blocks	access	to	the	music	sharing	service.	Napster	reaches	a	
settlement	with	Metallica.	

June	7:	The	Bloomington	City	Council	appropriates	$185,000	to	install	the	first	three	miles	of	conduit	for	
fiber-optic	cable.	The	project	is	a	partnership	with	Kiva	Telecom.	

June:	IU’s	Kelley	School	of	Business	creates	the	John	T.	Chambers	Chair	in	Internet	Systems,	an	endowed	
chair	named	for	the	president	and	CEO	of	Cisco	Systems.	Chambers	received	his	master	of	business	
administration	degree	from	IU	in	1976.	

September:	Hirons	&	Co.,	an	advertising	and	marketing	firm	based	in	Bloomington,	moves	into	the	
former	Showers	Brothers	Furniture	Company	showroom	at	Morton	and	10th	Streets.	

September:	IU	receives	a	$3	million	federal	grant	to	create	a	digital	library	to	support	music	education	
and	research.	

Dec.	15:	LaserLite	opens	its	laser	tag	center	at	4505	E.	3rd	St.	

2001	

Jan.	18:	IU	launches	its	new	web-based	email	system,	Webmail.	

February:	City	of	Bloomington	unveils	its	redesigned	website.	The	site’s	content	is	organized	around	
services	rather	than	departments.	The	project	is	a	collaboration	between	the	City’s	IT	department	and	
the	Instruction	Systems	Technology	Department	in	IU’s	School	of	Education.	

March:	Ari	Vidali,	formerly	director	of	computing	services	for	IU’s	School	of	Public	and	Environmental	
Affairs,	founds	Envisage	Technologies.	The	company	develops	products	for	the	military,	first	responders	
and	law	enforcement.	Envisage	achieves	a	prominent	presence	in	Bloomington’s	technology	community.	

May	5:	Kiva	Networking	begins	offering	DSL	service	at	speeds	of	up	to	128	kilobytes	per	second.	



June:	Monroe	County	Solid	Waste	Management	District	begins	accepting	electronic	items	for	recycling.	
Fees	range	from	$2	for	small	items	such	as	telephones	and	keyboards	to	$10	for	large	computers	and	
copy	machines.	

July:	Monroe	County	Community	School	Corp.	begins	a	$1	million	program	to	improve	use	of	computers	
in	teaching.	

July:	The	nonprofit	Humanetrix	Foundation	Inc.	forms	to	help	technologists	collaborate	on	public-
interest	technology	projects.	Its	first	project	is	the	Citizen’s	Toolkit,	a	website	featuring	voting	
information.	The	site	provides	sample	ballots,	candidate	information	and	a	mapping	tool	to	find	a	
voter’s	polling	place.	

August:	28:	IU	unveils	three	pervasive	computing	labs	funded	with	a	$30	million	grant	from	the	Lilly	
Endowment.	

November:	SBC	Ameritech	begins	offering	DSL	service.	

Dec.	11:	Indiana’s	high-speed	I-Light	network	goes	online.	The	network	initially	connects	Bloomington,	
Indianapolis	and	Purdue	University.	

2002	

February:	IU’s	Digital	Library	Program	launches	the	U.S.	Steel	Gary	Works	Photograph	Collection.	It	
provides	access	to	more	than	2,200	historical	photos	documenting	what	was	once	the	world’s	largest	
steel	mill.	

March	26:	City	of	Bloomington	and	several	partner	organizations	launch	a	bilingual	website,	
www.bloomingtonlatino.net.	The	project	offers	local	information,	an	events	calendar,	and	a	directory	of	
community	services.	

June:	IU	and	Purdue	University	connect	their	IBM	supercomputers	over	the	state’s	high-speed	fiber-
optic	network.	The	linked	computers	can	perform	1	trillion	operations	per	second.	

June:	The	City	Grille	is	the	first	Bloomington	restaurant	to	offer	its	customers	wireless	internet	access.	

July:	Bloomington	kennel	Barkn’	Buddies	sets	up	a	“Doggie	Cam”	to	provide	customers	with	a	live	online	
video	feed	where	they	can	see	how	their	pets	are	doing.	

July:	Internet	service	provider	HoosierNet	begins	offering	satellite	internet	access.	

August:	Schurz	Communications	Inc.,	the	parent	company	of	the	Herald-Times,	sells	internet	service	
provider	Kiva	Networking	to	a	new	firm,	Myers	Technology	Group.	Inc.,	headed	by	Kiva	president	and	
CEO	Bruce	Myers.	

Nov.	22:	IU’s	Kelley	School	of	Business	dedicates	its	Graduate	and	Executive	Education	Center.	The	
building	features	a	trading	room	with	stock	tickers	and	a	Bloomberg	News	Service	computer.	



December:	The	City	of	Bloomington	begins	accepting	online	VISA	and	MasterCard	payments	for	parking	
fines.	

2003	

IU’s	Digital	Library	Program	and	University	Archives	digitize	more	than	14,000	Kodachrome	color	slides	
in	the	Charles	W.	Cushman	Photograph	Collection.	

Jan.	30:	IU	dedicates	its	School	of	Informatics	in	the	former	Alpha	Omicron	Pi	sorority	house.	

March	29:	WonderLab	Museum	of	Science,	Health	and	Technology	opens	in	its	new	building	on	W.	
Fourth	Street	near	the	B-Line	trail.	

April	17:	IU	establishes	the	Center	for	Applied	Cybersecurity	Research	and	names	law	professor	Fred	
Cate	as	its	first	director.	

June:	The	STAR	Center	business	incubator	is	sold	to	Storage	Express.	

July:	IBM	names	IU	and	Johns	Hopkins	University	to	run	its	Life	Sciences	Institutes	of	Innovation	
program.	

July:	The	Monroe	County	Public	Library	Board	of	Trustees	decides	to	forego	federal	funding	rather	than	
filter	internet	access	on	the	library’s	computers.	The	board’s	vote	is	in	response	to	the	U.S.	Child	
Protection	Act,	intended	to	protect	children	from	online	pornography.	The	law	revokes	federal	funding	
for	libraries	that	do	not	install	internet	filtering	on	their	computers.	

August:	IU’s	Main	Library	opens	its	Information	Commons,	a	27,000-square-foot	space	offering	multi-
media	workstations,	printers	and	scanners.	The	$1.5	million	project	is	a	partnership	between	IU	Libraries	
and	University	Information	Technology	Services.	

August:	Monroe	County	Public	Library	offers	wireless	internet	access.	

Sept.	29:	IU	and	Purdue	University	join	the	National	Science	Foundation’s	Teragrid	computing	project.	
The	foundation’s	$3	million	grant	enables	the	schools’	campuses	in	Bloomington,	Indianapolis	and	West	
Lafayette	to	connect	to	the	national	high-speed	network.	

November:	An	IU	faculty	committee	endorses	merging	the	Computer	Science	Department	and	School	of	
Informatics.	

Dec.	4:	Otis	Elevator	announces	plans	to	end	manufacturing	operations	in	Bloomington	by	the	end	of	
2004.	

Dec.	19:	City	of	Bloomington	launches	its	new	website	at	www.bloomington.in.gov.	The	site	includes	a	
new	service	that	enables	customers	to	pay	utility	bills	online.	

2004	



Jan.	14:	Mayor	Mark	Kruzan	calls	for	creation	of	a	certified	technology	park	in	Bloomington.	

March	26:	Bloomington	self-publishing	company	1stBooks	changes	its	name	to	AuthorHouse.	

April:	Intel	Corp.	names	IU	the	nation’s	“most	unwired”	college	campus.	(Intel	awards	second	place	to	
Purdue	University.)	

June	24:	A	new	small-business	incubator,	InVenture,	opens	in	the	Indiana	University	Research	Park	
section	of	the	Showers	complex.	The	organization,	dedicated	to	information	technology	and	life	
sciences,	is	formed	through	a	partnership	among	the	City	of	Bloomington,	Indiana	University,	the	
Bloomington	Small	Business	Development	Center,	Bloomington	Economic	Development	Corp.	and	the	
Greater	Bloomington	Chamber	of	Commerce.	

Aug.	3:	The	Herald-Times’	online	edition	begins	offering	a	version	for	handheld	mobile	devices.	

Sept.	14:	IU	President	Adam	Herbert	announces	the	Advanced	Research	and	Technology	Institute	(ARTI)	
will	become	the	Indiana	University	Research	and	Technology	Corp.	(IURTC).	

Dec.	3:	IU	trustees	approve	plans	for	the	School	of	Informatics	to	offer	a	Ph.D.	

Dec.	16:	IU	receives	$53	million	from	the	Lilly	Endowment	to	create	the	Indiana	Metabolomics	and	
Cytomics	Initiative	to	advance	life	sciences	research.	

2005	

Feb.	3:	IU’s	Archives	of	Traditional	Music	receives	a	grant	from	the	National	Endowment	for	the	
Humanities	to	digitize	rare	sound	recordings.	

July:	Technologist	Mark	Krenz	founds	Bloomingpedia,	a	collaborative,	Wikipedia-style	site	about	
Bloomington.	

Sept.	20:	IU’s	Digital	Library	Program	receives	a	federal	grant	to	extend	its	Variations	digital	music	library	
to	schools	throughout	the	U.S.		

Sept.	22:	Mayor	Mark	Kruzan	forms	an	advisory	board	to	develop	long-range	plans	for	the	city’s	certified	
technology	park.	

October:	The	National	Science	Foundation	awards	IU	a	$1.72	million	grant	to	develop	an	extremely	large	
digital	data	storage	system	known	as	a	Data	Capacitor.	

October:	Cook	Pharmica	opens	in	the	former	RCA/Thomson	Consumer	Electronics	plant.	

Oct.	31:	IU	plans	to	spend	$2	million	to	add	50,000	square	feet	of	space	to	the	Wrubel	Computing	
Center.	

December:	Community	radio	station	WFHB-FM	begins	podcasting.	

2006	



City	of	Bloomington	partners	with	Kiva	Networking	to	provide	public	and	private	Wi-Fi	access	in	and	
around	City	Hall.	

Jan.	30:	IU	student	radio	WIUS	moves	to	100.3	FM	and	changes	it	call	letters	to	WIUX.	It	moves	to	99.1	
FM	in	2007.	

May	19:	IU	announces	plans	to	create	an	Institute	for	Science,	Technology,	Engineering	and	
Mathematics	Education.	

July	6:	IU	and	the	Indiana	Geological	Survey	launch	IndianaMap,	an	interactive	website	that	provides	
detailed	maps,	geographic	information	and	aerial	photographs	for	the	entire	state.	

July	23:	Internet	service	provider	HoosierNet	announces	it	will	cease	operations	Sept.	1.	Kiva	Networking	
agrees	to	take	over	HoosierNet’s	customers.	

Aug.	22:	IU	begins	running	its	new	IBM	supercomputer	nicknamed	“Big	Red.”	It	is	the	fastest	
supercomputer	owned	and	operated	by	a	university	in	the	U.S.	and	is	the	23rd	fastest	unclassified	
computer	in	the	world.	

September:	Bloomington	Hospital	offers	wireless	internet	access	for	its	patients.	

Sept.	21:	Mayor	Mark	Kruzan	releases	an	action	plan	for	Bloomington’s	certified	technology	park.	

November:	The	IU	Jacobs	School	of	Music	begins	publishing	podcasts	featuring	video	and	audio	
recordings	of	performances	by	faculty	and	students.	

December:	IU	announces	an	agreement	with	Apple	Computer	Inc.	to	allow	students	to	download	
podcasts	through	Apple’s	iTunes	U	service.	

December:	Monroe	County	Public	Library	places	its	new	digital	catalog	system	online.	Patrons	can	
search	for	books	from	home,	place	items	on	hold	and	pay	fines	online.	

Dec.	28:	AT&T	launches	its	U-verse	television	and	high-speed	internet	service	in	Bloomington	in	limited	
areas.	

2007	

January:	Monroe	County	Community	School	Corp.	receives	a	$50,000	grant	from	the	National	Governors	
Association	to	investigate	the	“new	tech”	educational	model.	Students,	faculty,	and	staff	travel	to	Napa,	
California,	to	visit	the	innovative	New	Technology	High	School.	

Feb.	13:	Monroe	County	Public	Library	installs	ExpressCheck	self-checkout	stations.	Patrons	can	check	
out	a	book	by	scanning	their	library	card,	entering	a	password,	and	scanning	the	book.	

March:	Media	company	Dominion	Enterprises	acquires	Resite	Information	Technology,	an	internet	
marketing	business	serving	the	apartment	property	management	industry.	Resite	was	founded	in	2001	
by	Bloomington	entrepreneurs	Brad	Wisler,	Mike	Trotzke,	Marc	Guyer	and	Greg	Starr.	



April	6:	IU	trustees	approve	plans	for	the	Cyber	Infrastructure	Building.	

June	29:	The	first	iPhones	go	on	sale	at	local	AT&T	stores.	

July	1:	Michael	McRobbie	becomes	president	of	IU.	

July	13:	Brad	Wheeler	becomes	IU’s	vice	president	for	information	technology	and	chief	information	
officer.	

August:	IU	researchers	begin	the	Polar	Grid	cyberinfrastructure	project.	They	create	a	computer	grid	
extending	from	the	North	Pole	to	the	South	Pole	to	help	scientists	understand	the	state	of	polar	ice	
sheets.	The	project	receives	a	$1.9	million	grant	from	the	National	Science	Foundation.	

October:	The	IU	Art	Museum	celebrates	its	25th	anniversary	by	illuminating	Light	Totem,	a	70-foot	tall	
tower	with	multicolored	LEDs	on	the	sides	and	an	upright	200-candlepower	searchlight	on	top.	The	
structure	is	designed	by	Robert	Shakespeare,	professor	of	lighting	and	design.	

December:	Monroe	County	launches	Odyssey,	a	new	system	for	managing	court	cases.	Monroe	is	the	
first	county	in	Indiana	to	begin	using	the	state-funded	computer	system.	

IU’s	public	television	station	WTIU	begins	broadcasting	digitally.	

2008	

Jan.	17:	GE	announces	plans	to	close	its	Bloomington	plant.	

Jan.	22:	Monroe	County	Community	School	Corp.	votes	to	lease	the	former	Rogers	Building	Supplies	
building	on	South	Patterson	Drive	as	a	location	for	New	Tech	High	School.	

Feb.	8:	Bloomington	hosts	its	first	Startup	Weekend	at	City	Hall.	Startup	Weekend	is	a	three-day	event	
where	participants	create	a	business	between	Friday	afternoon	and	Sunday	afternoon.	The	event	brings	
together	technologists	and	entrepreneurs	who	have	never	worked	together	and	is	a	turning	point	in	the	
formation	of	a	Bloomington	“technology	scene.”	

Feb.	8:	IU	establishes	the	Digital	Arts	and	Humanities	Institute.	Selected	faculty	members	receive	two-
year	fellowships	to	work	in	a	collaborative	environment	on	projects	that	employ	computer	technology	
for	research	in	the	arts	and	humanities.	

April	6:	Telecommunications	provider	Smithville	begins	a	three-year	project	to	install	a	high-speed	fiber-
optic	network	for	its	entire	service	area,	including	part	of	Monroe	County.	

April	14:	The	City	of	Bloomington	redesigns	its	website,	bloomington.in.gov,	to	include	a	
“myBloomington”	section	with	information	about	elected	officials,	city	services,	neighborhoods	and	
road	closings.	The	source	code	for	the	website	is	shared	on	Google	Code.	

May:	The	National	Security	Agency	and	the	Department	of	Homeland	Security	name	IU	a	National	
Center	of	Academic	Excellence	in	Information	Assurance	Research.	



WFIU	begins	digital	broadcasting	with	HD	Radio.	

Aug.	13:	New	Tech	High	School	opens	to	students.	

August:	Computerworld	magazine	names	IU’s	School	of	Informatics	one	of	the	“Top	IT	Schools	to	
Watch.”	

Sept.	29:	Google’s	converted	1978	bus	visits	IU	as	part	of	its	nationwide	college	tour	to	promote	Google	
Apps.	Representatives	give	away	free	Google	T-shirts	and	flying	discs.	

Oct.	23:	Bloomington’s	departments	of	Housing	and	Neighborhood	Development	and	Information	
Technology	Services	present	a	workshop	on	tools	neighborhoods	can	use	to	communicate	with	their	
residents,	including	email,	websites	and	blogs.	

November:	IU	signs	an	agreement	with	Adobe	Systems	Inc.	to	provide	Adobe	products	at	no	cost	to	IU	
students,	faculty,	and	staff.	The	agreement	is	the	first	between	Adobe	and	a	higher	education	
institution.	

IU	initiates	its	second	IT	strategic	plan,	Empowering	People.	

Local	entrepreneurs	found	SproutBox,	a	team	of	product	developers,	creatives	and	business	experts	
who	work	with	high-potential	startup	companies	in	exchange	for	equity.	

2009	

Feb.	2:	Bloomington	is	a	finalist	for	an	IBM	computer	support	and	network	management	center.	IBM	
instead	locates	the	180,000-square-foot	facility	in	an	existing	building	in	Dubuque,	Iowa.	

March:	Bloomington	Police	and	ITS	Departments	launch	an	online	incident	reporting	system	where	the	
public	can	notify	the	police	about	minor	thefts,	vandalism	and	lost	property	instead	of	calling	911.	

March	9:	Bloomington	establishes	its	Twitter	account,	@citybloomington.	

July	22:	Monroe	County	partners	with	local	company	39	Degrees	North	to	launch	a	redesigned	GIS	site	
that	includes	links	to	Google	Street	View.	

August	27:	Bloomington	creates	its	Facebook	account,	“City	of	Bloomington,	IN.”	

IU	begins	using	a	bus	tracking	app	developed	by	students.	

September:	IU	receives	a	$10	million	grant	from	the	National	Science	Foundation	to	lead	efforts	to	
develop	a	new	supercomputing	network,	FutureGrid.	

November:	IU	dedicates	the	first	two	buildings	in	its	planned	technology	park	at	the	intersection	of	
Tenth	Street	and	the	Indiana	45/46	Bypass.	The	IU	Data	Center,	designed	to	survive	an	F5	tornado,	
becomes	the	local	hub	for	the	state’s	I-Light	network.	The	second	building,	the	IU	Innovation	Center,	



becomes	home	to	the	Pervasive	Technology	Institute,	funded	by	a	$15	million	grant	from	the	Lilly	
Endowment.	

December:	IU	launches	the	Innovate	Indiana	Fund,	a	$10	million	venture	capital	fund	to	encourage	
commercial	development	of	technologies	created	at	IU.	

2010	

February	26:	Bloomington	converts	to	the	Google	for	Government	platform	for	email	and	calendaring,	
becoming	one	of	the	first	government	adopters	of	Google	enterprise	cloud	services.	

February:	The	Zipcar	auto	rental	service	comes	to	IU.	

March:	City	of	Bloomington	applies	to	become	home	to	Google’s	experimental	ultra-high-speed	
broadband	network.	The	Google	Gigabit	Fiber	project	generates	competition	among	more	than	1,100	
communities;	Google	names	Kansas	City	the	first	Google	Fiber	community	in	2011.	

April:	The	National	Oceanic	and	Atmospheric	Administration	selects	IU’s	Global	Research	Network	
Operations	Center	(GlobalNOC)	to	operate	Nwave,	a	new	high-speed	network	for	climate	research.	

April	29:	IU	breaks	ground	on	its	Cyberinfrastructure	Building.	

June:	Computerworld	magazine	names	IU	as	one	of	the	“100	Best	Places	to	Work	in	IT.”	

Sept.	10:	The	first	Combine	technology	and	entrepreneurship	conference	opens.	The	Combine	is	a	
project	of	the	Humanetrix	Foundation.	

October:	AT&T	begins	providing	Wi-Fi	access	on	the	IU	campus.	The	service	is	free	to	AT&T	customers	
who	have	a	cell	or	internet	plan.	Other	users	pay	a	fee	of	$5.99	per	day.	

October:	IU	stops	publishing	paper	telephone	directories	and	moves	to	an	online-only	system.	

October:	The	City	of	Bloomington	launches	a	mobile	interface	for	its	website.	

2011	

Feb.	7:	IU	Libraries	opens	the	Business/SPEA	Information	Commons.	The	area	accommodates	study	and	
collaboration	by	providing	carrels,	PC	workstations,	and	group	work	areas	outfitted	with	monitors	and	
laptop	connections.	

July	27:	The	Gig.U	initiative	launches.	Indiana	University	and	the	City	of	Bloomington	join	the	consortium	
of	universities	and	communities	working	to	stimulate	broadband	expansion.	

Aug.	1:	IU’s	University	Information	Technology	Services	begins	operations	in	the	new	
Cyberinfrastructure	Building.	

August:	Ivy	Tech	Community	College	begins	offering	classes	in	its	new	Entrepreneurial	Studies	program	
in	Bloomington.	



September:	IU	enters	into	an	agreement	with	four	major	textbook	publishers	to	make	digital	textbooks	
available	to	students	through	software	created	by	the	Indiana	company	Courseload.	

Sept.	28:	IU	and	Crane	Naval	Surface	Warfare	Center	establish	a	partnership	to	allow	collaborative	
efforts	in	technology	and	research.	

September:	The	IU-operated	Research	and	Education	Networking	Information	Sharing	and	Analysis	
Center	(REN-ISAC)	receives	an	$800,000	grant	from	the	National	Science	Foundation	to	develop	
technology	that	will	help	collect	and	share	cybersecurity	threat	intelligence.	

October:	Monroe	County	Community	School	Corp.	buys	800	iPads	for	its	sixth-grade	students.	Funding	
for	the	$475,000	purchase	comes	from	federal	economic	stimulus	money.	

Oct.	10:	Internet	grocer	Peapod	begins	offering	delivery	service	to	customers	in	Bloomington.	

October:	The	National	Science	Foundation	awards	IU	a	$1.5	million	grant	to	create	the	National	Center	
for	Genome	Analysis	Support.	

November:	IU	establishes	the	Center	for	Research	in	Extreme	Scale	Technologies	(CREST)	to	develop	
ways	to	handle	the	increasing	volume	of	digital	scientific	research	data.	

2012	

January:	IU’s	eText	initiative	gives	students	access	to	digital	textbooks	and	learning	material.	

January:	A	new	taxi	company,	E2,	begins	service	in	Bloomington	featuring	online	ride	requests	and	GIS	
software	to	calculate	fares.	

January:	IU	launches	Monon100,	a	high-speed	network	dedicated	to	education	and	research,	operating	
a	100	gigabits	per	second.	The	project	links	Indiana’s	statewide	high-speed	network	with	the	national	
network	known	as	Internet2.	

January:	IU’s	Global	Research	Network	Operations	Center	(GlobalNOC)	is	chosen	to	provide	network	
coordination	and	engineering	services	for	the	Pennsylvania	Research	and	Education	Network.	

February:	Bloomington	Technology	Partnership	launches	its	website,	bloomingtontech.com,	to	promote	
the	area’s	technology	community	and	publicize	job	opportunities.	

February:	IU	is	selected	as	a	partner	institution	in	the	Council	on	Library	and	Information	
Resources/Digital	Library	Federation	Data	Curation	Fellowship	Program.	The	project	is	a	joint	effort	
between	IU’s	Data	to	Insight	Center	and	IU	Libraries.	

Feb	22:	City	of	Bloomington	launches	a	free	app,	Bloomington	GeoReporter,	to	allow	residents	to	report	
issues	including	sidewalks	in	need	of	repair,	potholes,	trash	and	graffiti.	The	app	is	initially	available	on	
Apple	iOS	devices.	Bloomington’s	app	uses	the	Open311	standard	and	is	open	source	software.	

April	8:	AT&T	launches	its	4G	LTE	network	in	Bloomington.	



March	16:	City	of	Bloomington	is	selected	to	participate	in	Google’s	Summer	of	Code	program	
supporting	open	source	software	tools.	Two	funded	interns	contribute	to	the	City’s	iOS	and	Android	
GeoReporter	apps.	

May	30:	Bloomington	software	company	CheddarGetter	helps	ring	the	closing	bell	at	the	New	York	Stock	
Exchange.	CheddarGetter	is	one	of	10	firms	chosen	in	a	competition	to	feature	young	companies	and	
entrepreneurs.	The	company	produces	billing	software.	

June	1:	New	Tech	High	School	graduates	its	first	senior	class.	

June	26:	Faculty	at	IU’s	School	of	Informatics	and	Computing	receive	a	$1.85	million	grant	to	create	the	
Intel	Science	and	Technology	Center	for	Social	Computing.	

June:	CIO	magazine	gives	IU	the	CIO	100	award	for	its	eTexts	initiative.	

June:	IU	receives	a	$4.9	million	National	Science	Foundation	grant	to	study	rising	sea	levels	and	the	
impact	of	storm	surges.	The	project	seeks	to	improve	the	performance	of	oceanic	computer	models	to	
help	protect	coastal	communities.	

July:	International	publishing	company	Pearson	buys	Bloomington-based	Author	Solutions	Inc.	The	
company	becomes	a	division	of	Pearson’s	Penguin	Group	but	remains	in	Bloomington.	

July:	IU	physicists	and	IT	personnel	contribute	to	the	success	of	international	research	to	find	the	Higgs	
boson	particle.	Data	produced	by	the	Large	Hadron	Collider,	the	project’s	key	research	facility,	is	
analyzed	on	the	Open	Science	Grid,	a	global	computing	grid	run	by	IU’s	Pervasive	Technology	Institute.	

November:	IU	partners	with	DataDirect	Networks	to	develop	Data	Capacitor	II,	a	5	petabyte	disk	storage	
facility	for	very	large	data	sets.	

2013	

March:	Technology	entrepreneurs	Forrest	Fowler,	Tyler	Henke	and	Aaron	White	open	Cowork	Btown,	a	
shared	workspace	at	117	E.	Sixth	St.	Cowork	Btown	later	moves	to	406	S.	Walnut	St.	and	then	to	the	
historic	Frosted	Foods	Building	at	213	S.	Rogers	St.	

April	11:	The	Bloomington	Technology	Partnership	sponsors	its	first	career	and	internship	fair.	

April	26:	IU	dedicates	its	new	supercomputer,	Big	Red	II.	The	new	system	is	one	of	the	50	fastest	
supercomputers	in	the	world	and	can	make	calculations	at	a	rate	of	one	petaFLOPS	(a	thousand	trillion	
operations	per	second).	

May:	IU	unveils	its	Collaborative	Learning	Studio,	a	classroom	designed	to	show	how	technology	can	
improve	student	engagement	and	learning.	The	studio	features	a	20-foot-wide	video	wall	made	up	of	16	
60-inch	high	definition	monitors.	The	room	offers	16	group	workstations	for	collaborative	work	by	
student	teams.	

June	8:	IU	demolishes	the	Wrubel	Computing	Center	near	10th	Street	and	the	Indiana	45/46	Bypass.	



Aug.	7:	Monroe	County	School	Corp.	changes	New	Tech	High	School’s	name	to	The	Academy	of	Science	
and	Entrepreneurship,	A	New	Technology	High	School.	The	school	changes	its	mission	to	concentrate	on	
four	career	paths:	science,	technology,	engineering	and	math;	biotechnology;	
business/entrepreneurship	and	information	technology.	

Aug.	24:	Bloomington-area	“makers”	have	their	first	Makevention	at	the	Monroe	County	Convention	
Center.	The	event,	sponsored	by	the	local	organization	Bloominglabs,	features	do-it-yourself	projects	
and	activities.	

August:	The	Bloomington	Economic	Redevelopment	Commission	adopts	a	master	plan	for	the	Certified	
Technology	Park.	The	plan	envisions	up	to	20	new	buildings	with	a	mix	of	residential,	technology	and	
commercial	uses,	as	well	as	adaptive	reuse	of	three	historic	buildings	that	were	part	of	the	Showers	
Brothers	Furniture	Company	complex.	

September:	Bloomington	Transit	begins	using	the	DoubleMap	bus	tracking	app.	The	system	incorporates	
IU’s	bus	routes,	enabling	riders	to	track	BT	and	campus	buses	on	one	map.	

September:	Brad	Wheeler,	IU’s	vice	president	for	IT	and	chief	information	officer,	receives	the	
EDUCAUSE	Leadership	Award.	EDUCAUSE	is	a	nonprofit	association	of	IU	professionals	in	higher	
education.	

Oct.	1:	IU	President	Michael	McRobbie	announces	a	$15	million-dollar	program	to	digitize	and	preserve	
the	university’s	archival	films,	videos	and	sound	recordings.	

Oct.	28:	IU	establishes	the	Center	of	Excellence	for	Women	in	Technology.	The	keynote	speaker	is	Moira	
Gunn,	former	NASA	computer	scientist	and	host	of	National	Public	Radio’s	“TechNation.”	

2014	

April	12:	Jimmy	Wales,	co-founder	of	online	encyclopedia	Wikipedia,	speaks	at	The	Combine,	
Bloomington’s	conference	on	technology	and	entrepreneurship.	

May:	Bloomington	Technology	Partnership	and	Monroe	County	Public	Library	announce	they	will	
partner	to	offer	free	access	to	Treehouse,	an	online	tool	that	teaches	programming	skills.	

May:	IU	launches	Canvas,	its	new	learning	management	system.	

July:	IU	forms	its	new	Media	School,	merging	the	former	School	of	Journalism,	Department	of	
Telecommunications	and	Department	of	Communication	and	Culture.	

August:	Ivy	Tech	Community	College	creates	a	School	of	Informatics	and	Computing.	

Aug.	28:	Uber	begins	offering	rides	in	Bloomington.	

November:	IU’s	University	Information	Technology	Services	Support	Center	wins	the	Call	Center	
Excellence	Award	from	the	International	Quality	and	Productivity	Center.	



November:	IU’s	Pervasive	Technology	Institute	receives	a	$6.6	million	grant	from	the	National	Science	
Foundation	to	build	Jetstream,	a	cloud	environment	designed	to	give	students	and	researchers	access	to	
computing	and	data	analysis	capabilities	from	their	computers	or	tablets.	

Dec.	8-14:	Students	from	Monroe	County	schools	participate	in	Hour	of	Code,	a	60-minute	online	
introduction	to	programming.	

2015	

Jan.	27:	Monroe	County	Community	School	Corp.	votes	to	lease	HP	Pro	x2	tablets	with	detachable	
keyboards	for	students	at	Bloomington	North	and	Bloomington	South	High	Schools.	

Feb.	12:	Mayoral	candidate	John	Hamilton	proposes	creating	a	fiber-optic	network	to	provide	high-
speed	internet	access	throughout	Bloomington.	

March	1:	Monroe	County	Public	Library	opens	a	digital	creativity	center	named	Level	Up.	The	facility	
provides	a	video	production	studio	and	recording	studios	as	well	as	workstations	for	coding,	design	and	
editing.	

April	15:	IU	announces	plans	to	build	a	regional	academic	health	center	on	the	Indiana	45/46	Bypass	
next	to	the	IU	Technology	Park.	The	plan	includes	a	new	location	for	IU	Health	Bloomington	Hospital	and	
a	medical	education	building.	

May	28:	Internet	provider	Smithville	offers	gigabit	high-speed	internet	service	to	residents	of	
Bloomington’s	Blue	Ridge	neighborhood.	

June:	IU	alumnus	Mark	Cuban,	a	prolific	investor	and	owner	of	the	Dallas	Mavericks	basketball	team,	
donates	$5	million	for	a	sports	media	and	broadcast	technology	center	in	Assembly	Hall.	

June	11:	The	IU	Media	school	receives	state	approval	to	offer	a	bachelor	of	science	degree	in	game	
design	and	a	bachelor	of	arts	degree	in	media.	

July	8:	The	City	of	Bloomington	launches	inRoads,	a	web	app	that	provides	information	about	street	
closings	and	sidewalk	repairs.	

Aug.	19:	City	of	Bloomington	gives	its	certified	technology	park	a	name:	the	Trades	District.	

Aug.	13:	The	Indiana	Commission	for	Higher	Education	approves	IU’s	plan	to	offer	a	bachelor’s	degree	
and	Ph.D.	in	engineering	through	the	School	of	Informatics.	

September:	The	City	of	Bloomington	signs	a	letter	of	intent	with	Flaherty	&	Collins,	a	real	estate	
developer	based	in	Indianapolis,	to	develop	six	acres	of	the	12-acre	Trades	District	

Sept.	29:	The	City	of	Bloomington	receives	a	Code	for	American	Technology	Award	for	its	inRoads	
application.	The	award	is	presented	by	Code	for	America,	an	organization	that	promotes	innovation	in	
government	technology.	



Oct.	2:	IU	breaks	ground	for	Luddy	Hall,	the	new	home	of	the	School	of	Informatics	and	Computing.	

Oct.	2:	Monroe	County	purchases	Granicus,	a	computer	interface	that	allows	public	forums	and	surveys.	
Monroe	is	the	first	county	in	Indiana	to	adopt	the	Granicus	software.	

October:	IU	launches	the	Mosaic	Active	Learning	Initiative	to	develop	collaborative	learning	
environments.	

Oct.	19:	Student	apparel	designers	and	models	present	wearable	technology	in	a	fashion	show	at	the	
Indiana	Memorial	Union.	

Oct.	21:	IU	retires	its	OneStart	online	portal	and	replaces	it	with	One.IU,	a	new	system	where	users	can	
access	university	resources	such	as	grades,	bursar	bills	and	paychecks.	One.IU	is	designed	to	be	
compatible	with	mobile	devices.	

November:	Bloomington	receives	a	Digital	Cities	Award	from	the	Center	for	Digital	Government,	a	
national	advisory	institute	on	information	technology	in	local	and	state	government.	The	center	names	
Bloomington	one	of	the	top	10	cities	of	its	size	in	the	U.S.	for	its	technology	initiatives.	

December:	Developers	Flaherty	&	Collins	ask	the	City	to	postpone	consideration	of	site	plans	for	the	first	
phase	of	the	Trades	District	until	after	newly	elected	Mayor	John	Hamilton	takes	office.	

2016	

Jan.	15:	IU	and	partner	institutions	receive	a	$5	million	grant	from	the	National	Science	Foundation	to	
establish	the	Cybersecurity	Center	of	Excellence,	an	initiative	to	help	NSF-funded	researchers	address	
cybersecurity	challenges.	

March:	Monroe	County	Community	Schools	Corp.	launches	its	Here	Comes	the	Bus	app.	The	app	allows	
parents	to	track	their	child’s	bus	in	real	time	on	a	computer	or	mobile	device.	

March:	IU	sends	3D	viewers	to	prospective	students	who	have	been	accepted	for	admission.	With	a	
downloadable	phone	app,	the	students	can	take	a	360-degree	virtual	tour	of	the	IU	campus.	

March	1:	City	holds	a	symposium	at	City	Hall	with	national	leaders	in	high-speed	networking	and	local	
stakeholders.	The	keynote	speaker	is	Blair	Levin,	formerly	executive	director	of	the	Federal	
Communications	Commission’s	National	Broadband	Plan	under	President	Barack	Obama.	

March	15:	Bloomington’s	open	data	portal	goes	live	at	data.bloomington.in.gov	as	part	of	the	City’s	B-
Clear	transparency	initiative.	

April	1:	City	of	Bloomington	releases	a	request	for	information	(RFI)	seeking	partners	to	establish	a	
community-wide	gigabit	speed	network.	

May	5:	Lyft	extends	its	service	area	to	Bloomington.	



May	2:	Mayor	John	Hamilton	announces	that	the	historic	Dimension	Mill,	part	of	the	Showers	Brothers	
Furniture	Company	factory	complex,	will	become	a	center	for	coworking	and	business	startups	and	a	
focal	point	for	the	Trades	District.	

May:	I-Light,	Indiana’s	high-speed	fiber-optic	research	and	education	network,	increases	its	speed	from	
10	gigabits	per	second	to	100	gigabits	per	second.	

Sept.	27:	IU	rededicates	Franklin	Hall	as	the	home	for	the	new	Media	School.	The	building’s	$21	million	
renovation	features	a	24-foot-wide	high-definition	monitor	in	a	central	common	area.	

October	20:	Bloomington	wins	Government	Technology	magazine’s	Best	of	Indiana	Award	for	inRoads,	
the	City’s	road	closings	and	events	management	system	at	bloomington.in.gov/inroads.	

December:	Bloomington	partners	with	Axia,	a	Canadian	fiber-optic	infrastructure	provider,	to	develop	a	
citywide	gigabit	broadband	network.	

2017	

March	28:	Bloomington	ITS	staff	and	community	members	launch	a	local	civic	hacking	organization.	The	
civic	code	and	design	group,	BMGHack,	becomes	a	Code	for	America	Brigade	affiliate.	Its	first	project	is	a	
Twitter-bot	that	posts	adoptable	animals	from	the	Bloomington	Animal	Shelter.	

April:	IU	introduces	the	CrimsonCard,	an	official	photo	ID	for	students	and	employees.	CrimsonCards	
provide	access	to	services	such	as	printing,	meal	plans	and	libraries.	The	cards	also	allow	secure	access	
to	campus	buildings.	

April:	Axia	pulls	out	of	plans	to	develop	a	gigabit	fiber-optic	network	in	Bloomington	and	other	U.S.	
partner	cities.		City	continues	negotiations	with	RFI	respondents	and	other	interested	providers.	

June	14:	After	public	alpha	testing,	the	City’s	new	website	at	bloomington.in.gov	goes	live.	The	site	
features	a	responsive	mobile-oriented	design,	a	financial	transparency	portal,	streamlined	content	and	
integrated	services.	Website	source	code	is	available	on	the	City’s	GitHub	site.	

July	21:	IU	moves	technology	transfer	activities,	formerly	under	the	Indiana	University	Research	and	
Technology	Corp,	into	the	Office	of	the	Vice	President	for	Research.	

Sept.	1:	IU	retires	its	11-year-old	Oncourse	learning	management	system.	

Sept	19:	Cook	Pharmica	is	sold	to	biologics	developer	Catalent	Inc.	for	$950	million.	The	Cook	Group	
buys	the	former	GE	plant	and	plans	to	expand	Cook	Medical	operations	there.	

Sept.	28:	The	nonprofit	Dimension	Mill	forms	a	16-member	board	of	directors.	

Sept.	29:	The	City	of	Bloomington	and	Bloomington	Transit	sponsor	a	driverless	bus	exhibition	on	
Kirkwood	Avenue.	The	autonomous	vehicle,	made	by	the	French	manufacturer	EasyMile,	gives	free	rides	
between	North	Indiana	Avenue	and	North	Lincoln	Street.	



2018	

The	City	of	Bloomington	celebrates	its	bicentennial	year.	

Bloomington’s	Information	and	Technology	Services	Department	commissions	the	Bicentennial	
Bloomington	IT	History	project	to	tell	the	story	of	information	technology	evolution	and	innovation	in	
the	community.	

The	Dimension	Mill	project	is	named	“The	Mill.”	

June	20:	The	Pace	bike-sharing	app	goes	online	in	Bloomington	and	on	the	IU	campus.	

June	27:	The	Dimension	Mill	purchases	Cowork	Btown.	

Sept.	14:	Bird	starts	doing	business	in	Bloomington,	renting	electric	scooters	through	a	smartphone	app.	
The	competing	scooter	service	Lime	launches	two	weeks	later.	

Sept.	27:	City	of	Bloomington’s	website	wins	Government	Technology	magazine’s	Best	of	Indiana	Award.	

Oct.	25:	Humanetrix	launches	its	Hoosier	Women	in	Technology	initiative.	The	project	hosts	a	monthly	
forum	for	networking,	events	and	professional	development	related	to	technology.	

Oct.	31:	Mayor	John	Hamilton	officiates	at	the	Dimension	Mill’s	ribbon-cutting	ceremony.	

November:  In	its	2018	Digital	Cities	Survey,	the	Center	for	Digital	Government	(CDG)	named	
Bloomington	one	of	the	nation’s	top	ten	cities	of	its	size. 
	


